


Atorney

Hiring an attorney doesn't
have to be as complicated
as it seems. Find out how
to choose the right attorney
for you, and how to better
prepare for the first meet
and greet.

BY MICHELLE WEYENBERG

i the world of AOrieys, tliere are f!.'li'il'lllt'}' lwi
typin of clients, said Clivis Villasenor, Jrarinor in
the ltlgnilon department of Sain Diego’s Catalyst
|anw {.'|H:|u|1.

There is the [ whin ||I.l|l!.'.ll inn just o business
card and a few dooumenis relating to the matter of lund
Nothing else, Then there is the client earrying a large box
Fudl o illllllwl.ll'iﬂ'il jrajhers, Both linve the snme ill'llillf'lll-lll
1;|||:||'-|Ii|r|'| Linm v ||11|||| i

It's understandable, and most sttorneys realize tie panic

el wrgeney of many potentlal clionts, But before o lnwyes

82 CurCley: San l':l'u:'_!.:'._:-

o '||.l-|||| vou find aolutions, thers are o Tew ilings yon il
1w i by order o moke the [rsinEs @i Fownire] spnooihly
Anid with most ]rru|!'||' cluelens on where 1o begin

Oyl |11|, identifies the most eritlen] l[lIHIIHII Whal 1w
al |“l|.'|,1.-|| dio 1 need, and how el B 0 golng o cosef

Overall, the most important thing s that you feel
comlorialile swith 1ha miioriey,

“Ai the end of ihe doy, sveiy atloeiey
is that = n reludonship,” said Tom Jurgensen, mannging
prartier l:rilulll.nl Laiw I'rll||H|.ll. '”:|Il'll|-|!. iveril 1o kinw
thni [4||:|'n|'|||.':|,'l-|| ni ||1u|i.|r:||.|;111|| fisp thiir best inieres,
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OurCity Recommended Attorneys

By, Inc., & Soatile company that rates and pralllas atiormeys natlonwide, han teamed up with
OurCity San Diego moagazine (o present thaae liits &f 1op lawyer in San Diego, Attaffhays are
ranked basad on thelr profoisianal backgroundi accoarding o Aowa'i propriotary algamthima. The

Awvo Rating i a score on a 10-paint scale distilled lram the raw rankings ganarated by Avva, The

ratings and rankings were cale ulated April 13, 2009

SPECIALTY

=

ATTORMEY PRk
darnas Splayak Jamis B, Spleiak APC
Goan Kty Eiflry & Matuinn AP

Daninl Giindle

Lavw O Tieas of Cantil W Girlrnclla

,ﬂ,hl:l':ﬂiu Ialdonacls

Maldonads & Mrlr“'lﬂf':. LLF

onsumer/

.
=3

Rokaiit Ml Robsirt fillar & Ausotites
Itanty Melntyie Soltiai Caplian Mohdaban Vitak
Jnrms Hill Suillivan Hill Lawin Rez & Engal

Small Busines

Mamin Watarmn
Allar Bloom

Wilson Sonainl Gaodich & Kosati
Al B, Bloom

irad White

Bruca A While, Afiomay ol Law

Chigries Swvilla

Charles Savillia Liw Office

Rt '-:"I“';I"";.

Girirnars & Wareick /

Jahn Fhilligs

Jahn G Phillips, APC T

Enui Jahnsan

Knut & Johhsan /

iy Priymst

Law Officas of Mary Prevasy”

Flcknnl Chonyliy

Shirley Kavar

idichasl L Crowdey =
iranton & Wilson, A Frofensjonsl Coiporition

Jisilith Copuland

Copaland & Thotian, LLP

Gary Powel Gty Powsl, Esy

Jinck Charniry Hundnmon Caverly Pum & Chiiny LLP

Fradeiick Vandevesr | Luce Forward Hamilion & Scripps

Bchalle Grabam Luce Foreand Hamiltan & Sonpps =
Mark Zat1 bdark B Zair Profossional Carparatian

hlchnal Wisla
Jnirims Allsn

Winelor Law Group
Allgn - Slattwry, e,

Shanst Blans i

Alvnrth, Eilunr'l‘mi, Chirimiison & Kalarmkiaian

Lisua Chilnfson

Aulworth, Blanchet, Christenson & Kalamblarian

Robert Wood

Harvay & Wooed, APC

ilichalle Brown

Livw Cifiice of Aoatrics L Gnider, APC

Haatricn Snicla

Law CHlices of Deatrica L Snidar, AFL

Julln Ciarensad

Lawe Cilficen of Julis M, [.‘,.lrm:nd, APC

'l,lrlrg‘q (1K f_'lﬂi'.'l (]

Wirginida . Cabairs, Esg
Hirrrnan & Riedal LLF

Casoy Garfy. Shank Francavills Blan'& Fenfield,
LLP

dahn Philips Jabhin G, Phillips, APC

Robiart Wayrie Kirkry Merciiian Lanos & Hogm LLP
Anthony Thompion | Liw Ciffics of Hrold D, Thomgson
Richarel Hivar Lavlrnis, Shitlnbaarg, Millar & Huyer
Craly Meclollan | Thas MeClallan Law Firm

Randall Walion

Waltan Barber LLP

I'.| |.‘|'[.||I| II||I il ".'II LAy

5 Um{:]ty'! Shn '|"||r_1,r1| )

miffiin@nctsc Aoy g0 I il yact FTLf LAY

For nn 1;|-r||l||rh ol Yo Hingea=1i
laok at loeal atiorneys, OurCiiy teamed
ue with Avvo Ine. n Seattle company
HEIOrmeys

ilimt ypios il |!:|'l.lri||"|-
nationwide, o present [iai ol rop
lwyers i il ”141.'“.

II“I|I."}|”'I:“'I\ Recommminided Attoreys
five radiked in hve '-|.H'1'|H|I‘F nrens =
1.||.||m|l|' minil  irusis, |'11II1|-J:'|- irrimminal,
personal injury  and  eonsumer  and
siiiill business finanee, You can find
1 TTACLE ATy s o il et o tlie el

Got organized
Mie is evitenl when the need for an
WL PIIEY TS DL il iR by -unn bl
Y Ill;'"l bk i i gt organil piial
e |_r|'|']|||1r'||.
'.|.|.|1.|'|||1|||-..|H-"|,||-||.|||l|'|:|||:|||!|'|-I|I|IJI|
il natiire of their prolilems,” Jurgeisen
agidil, “1s 00 6 LAX i o st et
A Nitle diooe {invested nye o will |I!‘||'
il sl il prieeess il |H'|ii e
pon g Hkeely Tined e IIH.IH TRy

Pateniial |'I’||-|L|-| alvoiild voine i with
fi H”“"l {ilem ol whiii I|.||':| e limekiniy for,
Fignive aiil wliih yamr !I!'l'lll" e gl low
el e v alTord 1o inewve Torwoed
aii tlicse I:lirl.llr Villwwenor -Hill

Adi dinioPTeY e i:l||l|':||rl|'j'| bt
legnl voiissjisnces ilani iy iilTeei Y,
provide you with aptions and give you
|||I1. e ikt yosr Ext COiren ol aeiion
Thme is inare than likely wot on yonr
il |lh|,r|l1'i|.||':|. fim i|u||-||'r||1ll lisaillines
J||r|u|m|'|l -||-1Ii'5l|j'.

Tiivgeiiaen nilvises |||'|.|||h' lisialeinng Tome
i artoeiey (o b progeiive Wheilier
yiiii i o o ilrnfeed o e | st
|||||.L||.||_|; [ ]rl’u.t wilviee nbil o coriain
sliupijon, vaeireh slioulil lee Y [irmi
ooiirse of aeon.

1Tisre wre varisiis BOoUrees nvailnlili
i1 illll.hllp; il ELnrey San Diego
County, Many  stari wiili o ieferrnl
iwini ‘.' frienil an |||I|I1t!|.' b, For
Esgpesle privvinine] b Rone, yois e clinck
The Staie Bar ol Caliloei [www
eqlliar,cn, gov]

Miosn nrtorneys ofTer {ree consultabio,
wir gl i iliere il poi |||r'|||

|".-n|||i' will wilt noe think IIII'} it
e oape of it themeelves,” Jorginsen
anid, =Ml time s I.IﬂI|I.I”:'| piinl v
frtemd, Pliniigs finilis. ineinories fide and
dlisinneinis lll'-ll|i]I'I'ill'.'
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whiat vou hope 1w aecomplish by monting
witli :,."||||' pitornoy, Decides wlhin yoia il
B, jll.:l".l:l']:l"i'” aiikil.

You alao should ask obout  differen
I!i”ll:].l, meihods,  Coai !II";IIil!'Il’a VIes
Foe exnimple, hiring o lawyor e ropresen
yiritd [ni® i I|'|:|"i| ~.||-I|r|i--|| I8 Ililll'il i'lrl‘ll]li'l'
i|'1||j| potin i g cotiiisnl 1o “ilﬂ:ll i okl
l'llmu:r.

Is the best lawyer always the most

The meet and greet

The ivee consultation & the bnfial et
and greet, Villnsenor said, While discussing
VEHIT iR, Vi wi'll fimel oot biere 07 there are
[y ihnngl'rllmrnlh erween yon nnil ihe
||,||Im|1|'-l1,, Cian v wurL witl] II|F|J:I|'I|11'I.':‘
You coulil be looking ar o three-miomnil
fin danjin =y |'|l|.i|l|'1||l-|ll|!. O, il el
Lz -...|1|.1|||_ni-.l| filssani ||lil.|'|||l|::||J:L j'H'I'ullHllI
or potentinlly emlarmmssing informantion

Questions to ask prospective attorneys
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befara?

of my case?

case’

Ml

[T inii

nHormey thimi maoy 1iH

L s highly regnrdaoil

isin i ||l"l'l'|||-lil'i|:I, g i

ithiirgs less,

I o linve eleny I:ml"-. v will

i i |i||;|r|:|.' b bl 1o s INinEEY 0il
fvits

As you think about working with an

ey, redirn e tneoabiler e lvm size,

axpensvef

||m'|l-m||'i|:;

My are arkvantayes anil ||im1||1'||.||l||i|.:,4-u.
i 11'|,|||p|lil1l, wliblio wanlia 1||1||:'Ii|111m1'|'l-| 1y
Lo lower b costs, o smnll o midaize o
Iy biive i nire Tocised I-|n'|'l||||..!||.1 Wil i
thi fiaa Vil neeil lwlp wiili

/ What are your areas of specialization?
¢ How many cases like mine have you handled

¢ What was the autcoma of the cases?

# Will you be the only attorney whe works on the
case? If not, who else will work on it?

/' How will you bill for this case?
¢ How mueh will my case cost?

¢ What can | do to improve my chances if success, or
to keep costs lower?

7 How will you keep me informed about the progress

/ If you are unavailable, who can | speak to about my

¢ How long will the case take to resolva? What is the
expected timetable?

The sttornoy needs 1o know evervihing i
becier wdersiamd and addeess the iesies
HI.II.'IlIIIIHIiIIH Valir s

“We trv o ailoy the fee nrrongmoenais
v il -||ul.'|'l'i|' came wiil cligin,”™ Yillasenor
aitid. *We iy i givee thie elinmt 1l bt
.|11I:'|u||. fut tlieimn.”

The nesi LTI I|.||||.|l|iu; iibinit  fee
sienetnee and then following up with a
propoaal. You will noi get any [ree logal
aihviee i ilic cossilition. 1 Juisi illisisni’i
hipepen. 1F
|.||I|'L1.' i,

Must ptiormevs take this thme do dentily
il il |r||1'1';|'l- iinvilved in VIOAE D I i
i 0 loan, whi bauk am s deillng sedii?
Flinwe i p:ulu| |||""|'I'I||l1illll |H'|'|HIII'I'!t ol wlhiar

i rliies |1II|I'|H"I| IH Iil'l'llii']l[.
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in Eoing oii with VOl R,

" Mipai Fil‘llllll' oo i with o limited st
of Taets,” Villusenor said, *Can we winf Op
i | goting 10 lose this thing? Many times
Wi e |u'|n'|l||l|' thint |I||'|.|ll'III.llll'1lli. buii wiw
Cill give #’I'F'H"r“l r|:||'p||ir1r|-|. :

Chiese formally vetained, the siiorney con
ilig fuether e the cose.

"We doni want W give them o false
sense of seeurity,”™ Villasenor said, ®1i's mo
!ll"plllH ||.||.l|.'|:rl.u|ij|.'.“

Bt prepared  with
SRR LITTC I T nuk il aftarngy  you oo
mesting with. For example; How it
sitviitiogs st w mineg do il Lwnnlle i
it venr? Tow do Y hill YOir elismis? How
|||.|;||'|:-| will li cost in repirnadiit iis? Hiow
by 18 iliis g i ik ¥

G elosweny yomn cliseklisi ||||1|HJ|I|I.|"I'IIIJ.I'
the informution fron the attorey will only
||p|:|t;.11 thier (il decision ensior

Lilf] Hil”l”i* |II'

Making the final decision

For ile attormey, worl hours have noi
.|||~-||||:i|ql ihw i
Iu'm'li.l'r airis 0 B Dlego aee IIr'II\-‘il:\' tietl
in il stmie of ihe eeonomy, The [vous of
tlig wark ls ahified o lot o the Inst slx 1o
eiglit inonths, Jurgensen said.,

There alwiys s oignug |JII!I|-H'H|IIII':|.'
aid erediior work — its gigantie ﬁHlll
i, ™ e mdded. “Than is the l‘i‘illil'}' .

The smmn goes [ Eu"ll[ll]l" whio lhinve
dlistresscid  loans, sl s
Povpelominies Weren' L common o VL i,
st e o |'|1||.|-|J :rr|:|'|r|:r||' fined themselves
i thint sltntion,

The tilviis nargeys  can Hi-""'
is (o avoil hiving someone you amn
comloriahle with

“on't be alfviadd o walk nWay o
bl werorney,” Jurgensen said, * There are
e il nilorneyves ol thieree, il Yol cin finil
1l

Lawoke Tor nn niiorney engaging in charity
o vishunioar worl, sald Gordon Levinson
ol Levinson aaw “['III.I[P fii Canelabiad,

i wiiiin sopneons thai s o 'HHii'i'I'l' il
pieeilel in th'll'I:.'." b skl 05 o gmoge ol
rharnoier,”

A goaoil wEnrny will Ve yaii e
camisul i e and o clear undeestmndling
ol Toom io L |1J1|'|| il cosis nvalved np
fromn. Any goodd  attoiiey will sinswer
st ;i|||,|--,|l|..|1-. If ihey are evasive alusii
Ihilluh Vil T lI"-LIt:IF. get o ol ihere, An
4111u|'|n"!,"-| iu|:|| is 10 bie nn ocdvocnin,

!tb'i'll'll'ﬂ'l* PR ER I .
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